NGSS AND COMMON CORE

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE

REPRODUCTION

This unit explores the anchoring phenomenon: Most people look more like their biological relatives than
they look like most other people, but even within a family, each person is unique. Examples explored

include physical traits like eye color, genetic conditions like Marfan syndrome, the role of genes and the

environment, and behavioral traits in humans and model organisms. Students generate and answer questions
such as: What explains the similarities and differences between related individuals, from parents, to siblings,

to identical twins?
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