NGSS AND COMMON CORE

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE

ENERGY

This unit explores the anchoring phenomenon: Some energy transfers and transformations are more efficient than

others. When a device uses energy, some of the energy is changed into a form that is not useful. This “wasted”

energy reduces the efficiency of the device. Examples: Some appliances (such as refrigerators) and devices (such as

certain lightbulbs) use less energy than others; some devices transform energy from the sun. Students generate and
answer questions such as: Why are some devices more efficient than others? What can people do to reduce energy

use? How can people manipulate energy transfer and transformation to use energy more efficiently?
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NGSS AND COMMON CORE

PHENOMENA, DRIVING QUESTIONS AND STORYLINE

ENERGY (continued)
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