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Three-Level Reading Guide: The Conservation of Energy

1. Check the statements below that you believe agree with what the reading
says. Sometimes, the exact words found in the reading are used. At other
times, other words may be used to communicate the same meaning.

a. Some energy is always lost forever during an energy transfer.

— b. Energy efficiency is the portion of useful energy that results from a

transformation.

c. Conservation of Energy and “conserving energy” are the same

thing.

2. Check the statements below that you believe represent the intended meaning

of the reading.

a. Heat is always beneficial.

— b. Energy efficiency depends on the energy types involved and the
exact process of the transformation.

c. A consequence of the Law of the Conservation of Energy is that the

total energy in the entire universe is constant.

3. Check the statements below that you agree with, and be ready to support your
choices with ideas from the reading and from your own knowledge and
beliefs.

a. New technology that is more efficient than previous technology

always results in energy conservation.

— b. Although energy efficient appliances cost more to buy than stan-

dard appliances, everyone should be required to use them
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